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Preface
This book is the product of two converging interests. The first is my longstanding interest in the nature and development of international systems, particularly our present global system. Indeed, it is the global nature of this system that I have recently found especially intriguing. How did such an utterly unique political order come to be? The second is my interest in the politics of human rights and my frustration with how this politics is conventionally narrated. The overwhelming tendency is to tell a twentieth-century story, as though the rights of individuals had little impact on world politics prior to this. At the very least, events such as the American and French revolutions render these narrations curious. Either the revolutions had nothing to do with world politics, or they had nothing to do with individual rights, both of which seem odd propositions. It was in pursuit of these interests that I happened upon the historical convergences that occupy center stage in the following chapters; namely, the relationship between struggles over individual rights, the fragmentation of empires, and the expansion of the international system. Understanding these convergences has not been an easy task, and it may well be that this book is but another step in my own reflections on the subject. But to the extent that it is a culmination of my struggles, however temporary it might be, I must declare my thanks to the many individuals and institutions who have helped me along the way. My first debt is to my friends and intellectual companions who through our many conversations have helped me wrestle with the issue and fine-tune the argument. I am especially indebted here to Emanuel Adler, Mlada Bukovansky, Peter Christoff, Ian Clark, Tim Dunne, Richard Devetak, Robyn Eckersley, Greg Fry, Paul Keal, Jacinta O'Hagan, Andrew Phillips, Richard Price, Heather Rae, Henry Shue, and Nicholas Wheeler.
From its earliest incarnations I have taken this project on the road, airing its evolving arguments and gathering feedback from all ix www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press The research and writing of this book would not have been possible without the generous financial support provided by a variety of institutions. Early work was supported by a three-year Discovery Grant from the Australian Research Council, and by funds provided by the Department of International Relations at the Australian National University. The broad contours of the argument were hammered out in the peace and quiet afforded by the award of a Fernand Braudel Senior Fellowship at the European University Institute (EUI) in the academic year 2008-9. The final preparation of the manuscript took place during my tenure in the Chair in International Relations at the EUI, and I thank the Department of Social and Political Sciences for both its financial support and for providing such a collegial environment in which to discuss and reflect. I am particularly grateful to the late Professor Peter Mair who appointed me to both the Braudel Fellowship and the Chair in IR. He never wavered in his support for my work, and I, like all of those who knew him, mourn his passing deeply.
While at the EUI I was fortunate to teach a doctoral seminar on rights in world politics, and later with Rainer Baubock one on rights in political theory and international relations. These were immensely stimulating classes, and I thank Rainer and participating graduate students for discussions that have greatly influenced my thinking on these issues. These classes were testimony to the fact that research and the teaching of smart, engaged students can be more than complementary; they can be mutually enriching.
During the course of the project, I benefited from the hard work of a number of research assistants, all of whom put their shoulders to the wheel with enthusiasm and skill. My thanks go to Lacy Davey, Gilberto Estrada Harris, Nicole George, Patrick Herron, Lynn Savery, and Andrea Warnecke. Gilberto needs special thanks for translating a number of key documents on Spanish-American independence. 
